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“One Hundred Years At Centre”
by

William Ellis Feldhaus

g}m Theta Pi, first Greek letter fraternity founded west of

of the student body undertoo o have some fun. To that end they

lled great quantities of oversize snow balls into the entrance of
B n bullding in such 2 way as to barricade the doors, ‘This

ik, turiated the faculty considerably,
when u.( Inevtable investgation began, the gully e
ad their share in the affair. They refused, however, to
ko s e G Gogin e e they
would refrain from such actions in the future. Thereupon the
faculty threatened to expel to offenders.

I he e the pranksters were rintated, and an appearance of

armony reigned once again on the Miami campus. Meanwhile,
s e e
the slush of Oxford from their feet and made tracks for Centre
College where they mansged. 1o gain aimision. These me,
Edmund Harris Munger of Centreville, Ohio, Rol ince Moora
of Hamitton County, Onios and Jamés Warnoek of Prinesion, 1o
fana, were all members of Beta Theta Pi. Munger and Moore were



seniors; Warnock was a junior. The semester in which they trans-
ferred from Miami to Centre was not et over when, on May 27,
1848, they founded the Centre College Chapter of their fraternity,
The new chapter was originally designated by the Greek-letter
name of Lambda, but at a Beta Convention held in Cincinnati
August 16, 1854, it was assigned the name of Epsilon which it has
retained ever since on the roll of the fraternity.

e the chaptr was etalahed, it proceded o itste Asron
Parker Forman, a junior whose home was in Ralls County, Missouri,

Joined the Centre chapter soon after its founding. The action of the
migrating Miam: Betas makes Epsilon the oldest college fraternity
chapter now zetive in Kentucky. It is also the only undergraduate
chapter of Beta Theta Piin the state.

Epailon Chiter, ince { was the firt Greek ltter organize
0 pionces as the histary

te of the active members shout such an
Inviatlon, and that devetion te the Lulll\‘uhm ot meriens
s ot e b e e
fratern

e yexr 1040 the cewly ctabished Bete chapter found
Centre College of Kentucky a relatively stable institution of highe
Jearning, dedicated 1o moral nd eullurel advancement,  Centre
College had been chartered by the Legislatire of Kentucky in 1819
and Jeremiah Chamberlain, D, D, became its first president in 1623

Centre prospered
his administration, which ended only with his death in 1857, the



college built up an endowment fund of one hundred thousand dol-
lars, an unusually large figure for that period

The envollment at Centre College in 1845 totaled one hundred
forty men of colleg
Students were also in residence. This made Centre one of the largest
i csident Young, who took
uction, and three other professors,
Rot to speak of two instruclors in the preparatory department.
physical plant consisted of one building, “Old Centre”, where classes
were conducted. The tuition for the regular academic vear was
thirty dollars. The courses of study were limited to the fields of
scleat 10 ibess) maicematics i st
phy. The entire college
tradition of anci

vank. Approximately thirly preparatoy

1 scionces, and philoso.
rriculum was built around the classical
Greece and Rome,

I members of a class took
the same courses.  Electives were unknown.

Danville, a market town for a settled agricultural community,
situated in the beautiful Bluegrass Region, afforded Centre students
nealthtul surroundings conducive to study and also provided s

e opportunitiesfor recration, i 1841 just s it does sy
there were then no dormitories, the students lived with the

{ownspeople o with the counry gentry ono or two miles distant
from the college.  Living with local families, students could enjoy
happy home life with their morals and manners secured properly,

Epsilon's first chapter house—1911 . - ..



Epsilons home from 1924 until 1937

as the contemporary catalogs of the college were at pains to point
out. Students usually paid one or two dollars each week for wash-
ing. board, lodging, fuel and lights. In Danville the mid-century
student found a bustling town He was no doubt impressed by the
Sight of the town's beautiful homes, among them the house where
Ephraim McDowell had made surgical history a generation earlier

Every students was required 10 attend church each Sunday, a

e st d in the “Old v
terian Church, where oung served as pastor, until the estab
 of the Second Church, primarily for the student constit
uency, in 1353,

e e
1862 was  happy and rich experience business was
i ity e i e R e
other of the members' rooms in town. Unfortunately, the records
chapter's proceedings during those carly years have not sur-

ved. Knowledge concerning the exact location of meeting places
cedly sketchy. It may be assumed that

trip 1o @ downtown tavern or inn

from the lore of the general fraternity,
therings of those carly yoars were oc
ized by superlative wit with Beta love and friendship entwining all
s e
strains of @ Beta song issuing from the den of the “jolly Greeks

ions character-




much to the irritation of a slecpy neighbor, for Beta was early a
singing fraterni

1t should be noted that these early sons of Beta Pi select
o4 outstanding caropus leaders with simiac tastes s ambition
whose individual careers in post-college years fulfilled the promise.
of their undergraduate days.

John Marshall Harlan of the class of 1850, after serving as a
colonel in the Union Army during the Civil War and as Attorney-
General of Kentucky, 1863 to 1867, ended his carcer with thirty-one
vears of distinguished service, 1880 to 1911, as Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States. Two members of the class
governors of thelr states. John Young Brown of
to 1895, and Thomas Theodore Crittenden of
1885. Both had carlier served in the national
House of Representatives. William C. Young, '59, number seventy
four on the roll of Epsilon Chapter, a son of President John C.
Young, became an outstanding Presbyterian clergyman.  In 1892 his
Teadership was recognized by his clection a5 moderator of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. He rounded
out his career by serving as president of Centre College from 1688
until his death in 1

The early members of the chapter won places of importance for
themselves tn the lives of their communitics.  Munger studied law

Epsilon moved into this prefentious home in 1938 ..



and settled at Xenia, Ohio, where he became Judge of the Coutt of
Common Pleas. Moore, who studied for the ministry, died in 1852,
M oetaioe i i T UM Prsbrtin Gl el
rounded out a long record of service as Professor in the Xenia
islosicsl Semimarrs
While faculty-fraternity relations on many campuses were often
embitioed and many cllses utlawed (rsteniie completely, s
ot the case at Centre. From the outset, and throughout its
History, Epslon of Beta Theta Bi was accepted by the faculty and
operated free of stringent regulations. Perhaps this healthy situation
was made possible because of the affilation of several faculty mem-
bers with the chapter during Epsilon's carly v
The seventh place on the chapter 1ol was held by Wilkam
McKendree Scott, Jetfersan, '41, Professor of Ancient Languages at

f the college, 1868 to 1888, was member number
teive. - Both remained loyal and nterested members of the
fraternity.

As it became evident that Centre was friendly to the college
frstermity, the firs. Greeks letr rival of Beta appeared on the
mpus. s Phi Delta Theta which was established at Miami
in 14, and whieh founded her Kentucky Alpha Chapier i 1850,
Spasred on by thecampetiionof e neomers e 3t Centes was
ngthened rather than weakened by the appearance of a worthy.

Tival ertaizotion,

the chapter founding until the dark days of 1862 Epsilon

membership was one hy

e Mishes, o S e Tt o Byston, i ot ot



ther Betas,orgunsed the Oroega Chapter of Bta Thets P st The

practicable, and Omega soon became inctive with a total member-
ship of nine.

Meanwhie, several more ival frsteties entered. the Centre
campus, but their careers there were short and their influence on
Beta wis neglgible. Phi Gamma Delta ka1 Camir o oma
and Phi Kappa Sigma was active from 1860 to 1862,
Another raternity, Alpha Chi Phi was established at Centre in 1068,
and soon established o number of chapters in southern colleges.

The year 1862 1s a memorable one. The Civil War was raging
into s second year. Lee had seized the initiative during the sum-
imer,and in September his men in Grey were cromng (e Polomac

in an ftem o care the war o the Nort. o tne came o
Braxion Brogg's Contederate Army pushed northward into the
Bluegeass in o vain elfort 1o draw Kentucky into the Contederacy:

Epsilon undergraduntes and alumni had alrcady hecded the call to




majors, cleven captains, two lieutenants, nine enlisted men, three
surgeons, and three chaplains to the contending armies. John

xander Buckner served as adjutant general to General John C.
Breckinridge, C. . A, and Robert H. Webb served as Chief of Staff
to General Stevenson, C. S. A

Al i s e B i B el
not irreparable. As a result of the confliet the chapter was inactive
for nine vears, 1662 to 1871, This was the only period of mactivity

3
of 1873, Onee. more.the Boia Diamond.sicamed brightly an the
Centre campus.

The revived chapter followed the practice of fraternity chap-

In 1942 this was the Epsilon chapter house . .




Epsilon rented a hall on the 2nd floor of this building from ‘43 to 48

contending jties. With the acquisition of the Main Street
it socalevens becams the rule. Durng the eaure Hours
of cach day the Betas would congregate in the hall, and from the
Second stosy windoves ok it the young girls and othor passersby
who were riding or walking in the street below.

Folloving s reacivaion in 1871, Epsilon o Beta
steadily progressed, and within a few years equ
el e
magazine in 1872, which aided greatly in bringing the various

closer together, stabilizng loeal fraterity poticy, and
Keeping the national fraternity and the individual chapters in close
e e e e oy iy e i
of Beta Theta Pi and chose only the best men for membership.

Notable Betas of the second period in the chapter’s history, 181
to 1898, included John Watson Yerkes, whose part in the revival of
the chapter has already been mentioned. From 1900 until 1907 he
served s United Siaes Commissioner of Internal Roveruo.  Hi
classmate, Hon. Andrew M. J, Coehran, was United Stes Disrct

 was the tirt o a Iong
T et Coitin Ktk 5 ha w0k ot Besion Caapies. Ansie
distinguiahed Beta of this period was Andrew Fleming West, 1o
time Professor of Classics and Dean of the Graduate School
Princeton University.







Duing th late 610 one of Bpllon's iy niovelIsgends began

hat, The sory goss thit late n the surmer of 178
the dreaded yel

until the plague died down. Ironically young Craft was stricken
suddenly by the disease and died on September 7, 1878, While his
lody was awaiting burial in the warehouse, Craft's Beta Brothers
entered tharein

of meaniny
Tord of Death and Love con never 1os s

JIn 1870 Epslo'schapter ol included fifeen stive members
his year Epsilon again aided in the expansion of Bela Theta Pi

tion at Centre has already been mentioned was gravely weakened
by the Civil War during which many of its m

lives. The parent chapter at Centre was revived for a time, but
ultimately joined Epsilon of Beta Theta Pi. They advised the
isiop chapir o apply fo o charte of Beta Theta P, whih it
"As a rosul, membars of Epsion traveled to Misisippl and
instituted the Beta Beta Chapter.

The Beta dragon, now universally used on the Beta magazine
cover, song book, and fraternity papers in general, was the creation
the Epsilon Chapter in 1881 The idea of this fabled monster



uarding the altar of Beta Theta Pi was suggested to a Cleveland
artist, G. G. Finn, and was elaborated by him. The Epsion dragon

Jeferson, Brown, and Lowa chapters quickly took it over. The son

book of 1984 used the Centre cragon holding a Beta bade, and thls

device was displayed on the magazine cover of The ofticil
o of arme o the fratenity adopld i 189, displayed the dras

25 the erst n his true form, sated, calmiy defant, detending e

e original Centre dragon cut is still used in the arms of the
L e e
‘The motto of the chapter is to be found on a gold scroll below the
shield and signifies “Manliness'.

Meanwhile new rivals had become established on the Centre
campus.  Sigma Chi established her Zeta Zeta Chapter in 1876, In
1883 the Kappa Alpha Order founded a chapter which remained
active for fifty years before becoming inactive,

The Golden Anniversary of Epsilon was celebrated in June of

George Bohon, ‘00, Harry Briggs, '85, W. V. Richardson, '98, and R. S.
Dulin, "9, So ended fifty glorious vears of Beta at Centre.

A8 st of i it i chstosteri G OLVL Wae
iods_in Kent elsew

tacky In 207 oponed at Richmand o new insiution, Cenral Uni-
o) Shoes Hboee b gt was b e k) oA el
ot Cenre, In 1901 the tws lnatitutions were merged st Danvile
with a significant. resultant gain in the number of men enrolled on
the campus of Old Centre.

Sigma Alpha Epsilon's Kentucky Kappa Chapter and Iota



Chaptr o Deta Kapoa Epatlen founded at Cantal Univerty, in

1882 and 1885 respectively, came to the campus at Danville in 1901

with the merger of the two colleges. The Phi Delts of Centre and

Centea oind o gorm  angle chapler. The cstablshment of Phi
appa in 1914 completed the fraternity picture.

93 el e i et i et He Chos ch o

iti so many outstanding national fraternities. This
situation has engendered a significant competitive spirit, which
Surm e ket thechapters via, ftctive and i A o ot

for c nence in all
Worthy fields of endeavor, schalarship, campus teadership, athletics,
4na publcaion. Beta Thota Pi has vied succsstuly for primecy
in this rivalry throughout its long history at Cent

By the turn of the century modern fraternity life as Betas know
it today was beginning to develop. A study of the minutes of Epsi-
Lon from 1904 to 1908 will substantiate this. Freshman discipline
began, and the idea of pledgeship or trial period developed rapidly.

ted in the 1870's. The Round Table came into general
use at chapter meetings in 1906, Weekly meetings were held on
Saturday evening and after the business was finished, talks on
unity and song fests continued until late houts. The chapter began

footbal.

During she it decade of the benteth century theannual
fraternity dance program was established, and Betas prided them-
Sevas b Iemderahi i A bocak St oL e SUs of SN
Beta girls flowers and candy on holidays originated sbout 1904, and.

hayrides out to Mrs. Ceeil's in the college wagon were in vogue. It
appears that each fraternity tried to outdo the others in providing
the “smartest” and “brightest” in the way of social events and en-
tertainment. The main objectives in every case were to impress the
young lady friends of the chapter members.

In the fall of 1911 Epsilon chapter entered a new phase of



Mann School for Boys. George Howard Bruce was truly a_great
Beta st oy toe fsteity et il eoutingsito goide Bl
in years to

The period 1917 to 1925 is one of the brightest in Epsilon’s en-
tire history. The chapter house was located at 364 Maple Avenue,
and the membership fluctuated b

Betas, sparked by “Bo” McMillin, 22, dominated the varsity football
st only
scholars such

and Norris Armstrong, '22, who became a charter member. Epsilon
Chapter has been represented in this honorary fraternity every
year since its founding. Fraternity dances during this period were
attended by notables from all over the state because the chapter

d many spectacular individuals who had achieved national prom-
inence in the field of athletics

hes history with the acquisition of a chapter house, the result of an
agitation started at least six years earlier. By 1911 members of Ep-
slln resized that rushing techmiques were chunging, und that
freshmen generally liked the idea of living in a chapter house. The

bine i CAll #0170 e TE. TR IR Cnbiaied
sl S VL S i T
the i hi House. Under this arrangement Betas now enjoyed

ol el el e e ey
Theta Pi took on an added meaning.

During the early years of the century an outstanding alumnus

R n o
e mational fratemnity: George Roward Brice, Cenice ', fist

and By-Laws in 1929, In private life he was a teacher at Horace

Meanwhile, the chapter moved in 1920 tnto “Hillerest”, owned



by the college. Howev s here was short and in 1924
{2 roup cktablihed eIt tn Golapel Richardaons home on FIT
Street, which was maintained as a Beta house until 1937,

Fraternity life in the 1950’ as a member of Epsilon wa
the same as it is today. The active chapter-alumni relations im-

proved greatly as a result of co
chapter towards this end. One such project was the “Epsilon Bark”,
a chapter publication, which kept the alumni posted on active

Epsilon activ This close relationship made it easier for the

apter to function satisfactorily. Intramural competition between

a y i obli-
gations, and recreation. The pledge was also required to study and

The recontly purchased Beta house a 517 West Main




Jearn the history of Beta Theta Pi and know a considerable number
of Beta songs.

In 1938 the chapter moved into the Farris home on East Main
et ‘This was a preentious home with » columned orch, large
ball oom, and many rooms. However, the size of chapter and the

the houst we
where f remained for thees yeors. In 1042 the Belas moved again,
this time to 118 Fifth which was maintained as Beta headquarters
until the decimation of the chapter during the Second W
made it impossible for the reduced group to maintain a house in
1943, The chapter then rented a hall at 309 Main, which it retained
until 1945

In 1946 under the leadership of Norris Armstrong, '22, a housing
drive was begun, and within a year the generous contributions of
beneficent Beta Alumi mads. the scquiition, of a permanent
chapter house & definite possibility. However, it was not practical
= 57 & oo bl i s 4i o 1 e e el
Chapter, in conjunction with Centre Collge, purchased the new.
chapter home at 317 Main Street.

P e e e

From this relatively small number of initiates com omin
i1 080 oion | Ollebaaing, srasee
Centre Betas of recent years in public service is Senator J

Sherman Cooper, '22. Epsilon is well represented in the business
warid, Clem Dixon Jonston 1, s fday preidant o the Cramber

f Commerce of America. Robert D. Mathias, '20, is now president
ot the Chicago National Bank, Chicago, Ilinos, Many Centre Betas
have been lawyers. Joseph D, Harkins, ‘04, s president of the
Kentucky Bar Association. Alvin “Bo" McMillin coaches the

mbership
are William “Matty” Bell, ‘20, of Southern Methodist University,
Edgar Allen Diddle, '19 of Western Kentucky State College, and
Carl “Swede” Anderson, 24 of Centre.

A new edifice is admired for its beauty and its expression of
An old building is loved for its tradition and memories of

of Epsilon still involves the same basic responsibilities and obliga:



tlong, the same desive to schieve succes o8 in the days of o
tain mon heritage,

o graduaics s constantly changing In personnel. However,she
is able to mect changing conditions and situations in a mannes
which brings success.

The objecives and ativities of Bpslon Chaptr of Beta Theta

ate
intellectual progress and superior intellectual achievement in e
e i G i e

rate n the past anc will conine o aperate i the ki
Soeh ey o be & credit to Bea Theta P and to th calloge
e



Centennial Committees of Epsilon

Central
Ross Kreamer, Chairman; Cewood Ledford, Joe Martin, James
“utchey, William B. Feldhaus

Reception and Housing
George A. Joplin and Lewis Dunn, Co-Chairmen: Andy Blane,
oreis Greene, James Dougherty, Geo. Edmiston

Program

Ernie Hart, Chairman; Giles Robinson

Banquet
Melvin Veatch, Chairman: John Murphy, Arlie Caudill,
Alva Cushman

Entertainment
Ken Joplin and Neil Pugh, Co-Chairmen; Mrs, Lewis Dunn,
Mrs. Pete Jarvis

Publicity
Posey Toomasson, Charman; Pete Jarie James Pollte, Everet
McGu s Bergman, Ollie Ch

Decorations
Morton Downs, Chairman; Bill Ray, Ken Jopln, Neil Pugh
3. A Gregory

Finance
Everett Davis and David Shipp, Co-Chairmen

Publications
Harry Padgett and Robert Kelley, Co-Chairmen



